
 

BIOTERRORBIBLE.COM: The city of Chicago has a rich history of bio-terror related incidents and 

was recently depicted in the bio-terror propaganda film entitled Contagion as the first American city hit 

with and outbreak in the fictitious global pandemic that kills millions. Based on recent news and 

events surrounding terror drills in Illinois, it is possible that the Chicago area could be a staging 

ground for a massive bio-terror attack which would definitely have Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel's 

signature all over it. There will likely be massive protests against the NATO summit in which a 

provocateur could attack Obama or attack the Occupy Wall St. crowd with a bio-terror device. 

 

Title: Chicago 1885 Cholera Epidemic Myth 

Date: 2012 

Source: Wikipedia 

Abstract: The Chicago 1885 cholera epidemic myth is a persistent urban legend, stating that 90,000 
people in Chicago died of typhoid fever and cholera in 1885. Although the story is widely reported, 
these deaths did not occur.  
 
Lake Michigan was the source of Chicago's drinking water. During a tremendous storm in 1885, the 
rainfall washed refuse from the Chicago River far out into the lake and locals feared the sewage 
would reach the city's water intake cribs, two miles offshore.  
 
According to the legend, typhoid, cholera and other waterborne diseases from the contaminated 
drinking water killed up to 90,000 people. The Chicago Sanitary District (now The Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District) was said to have been created by the Illinois legislature in 1889 in response to a 
terrible epidemic which killed thousands of residents of this fledgling city.  
 
However, analysis of the deaths in Chicago shows no deaths from cholera and only a slight rise in 
typhoid deaths. In fact, no cholera outbreaks had occurred in Chicago since the 1860s. Typhoid 
deaths never exceeded 1,000 in any year in the 1880s. The supposed 90,000 deaths would have 
represented 12% of the city's entire population and would have left numerous public records as well 
as newspaper accounts. Libby Hill, researching her book The Chicago River: A Natural and Unnatural 
History, found no newspaper or mortality records and, at her prompting, the Chicago Tribune issued a 
retraction (on September 29, 2005) of the three recent instances where they had mentioned the 
epidemic (Wikipedia, 2012).  
 
Title: Institute Responsible For Anthrax Accident In California, In Charge Of Safety And Security At 
Chicago Biodefense Laboratory 
Date: June 22, 2004 
Source: Sunshine Project  

Abstract: Southern Research Institute, the military biodefense contractor recently in the news for 
sending live anthrax to the Children's Hospital of Oakland (CA), is also in charge of safety and 
security for a major new $30 million biodefense facility being built at the Department of Energy's 
Argonne National Laboratory near Chicago.  

The new Ricketts Regional Biocontainment Laboratory is funded by the National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Disease (NIAID) and is named after Howard T. Ricketts, a celebrated pathologist who 
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acquired typhus in the course of research and died at age 39. It will begin biodefense work with 
studies of anthrax (Ames strain) and Yersinia pestis, the causative agent of plague.  

Southern Research Institute, with major labs of its own in Frederick, Maryland and Birmingham, 
Alabama, has a $75 million annual budget including biodefense contracts from an impressive roster of 
Pentagon agencies. Its Frederick, Maryland facility is located near the Army's biological weapons 
research headquarters at Fort Detrick, yet despite its biodefense prominence, Southern Research in 
Frederick does not maintain an institutional biosafety committee that complies with federal research 
rules. (And Southern Research in Birmingham has not honored requests for records of its institutional 
biosafety committee.) 

"Southern Research's incompetence is plain to see. Its own house is in dangerous disarray and does 
not comply with federal research rules," said Edward Hammond, Director of the Sunshine Project. 
"That threat is bad enough; but even after leaking anthrax, the institute is still developing biosafety 
and operating procedures for new high containment labs." 

According to a national coalition of biodefense watchdogs, formed in 2002 to monitor the US 
biodefense program, the Southern Research situation epitomizes their concern that biodefense 
laboratories are proliferating unsafely and with unsound planning, and that this could result in health, 
environment, and international security problems.  

The watchdogs also point to Southern Research's links to classified biodefense research. (Southern 
Research's facilities and personnel have "secret" clearance.) "Public interest groups seeking 
information about military biodefense programs are being stonewalled by the Army and other 
agencies." says Steve Erickson of Citizen's Education Project in Salt Lake City, which monitors the 
Army's Dugway Proving Ground. "That Southern Research and other secretive military contractors 
are also insinuating themselves into civilian biodefense programs is cause for concern that we are 
witnessing a steady erosion of openness and accountability, not only at Pentagon labs; but at 
academic institutions and in work funded by the National Institutes of Health." 

Two other Department of Energy (DOE) labs that design and develop the nation's nuclear weapons 
are also building new biosafety level three biodefense facilities. Both Lawrence Livermore and Los 
Alamos Labs have been sued by local community groups under the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA). Inga Olson, Program Director at Tri-Valley CAREs, one of the groups that sued DOE, warns 
"Biodefense dollars are flowing like champagne at a wedding - into everywhere from nuclear weapons 
labs to children's hospitals - everyone wants a piece of the action. But a far more sober look is 
needed at whether the rapid spread of labs, pathogens, and bioweapons knowledge poses a greater 
threat than the problem we are trying to solve." 

"After all," says Mary Wulff of Citizens for a Safe Lab in Hamilton, Montana (where NIH is building a 
new biosafety level four facility), "the Bush administration continues to rely on fear generated by the 
anthrax attacks and shaky allegations against other countries, like Iraq, to push billions and billions 
through Congress. Instead of an informed national discussion, the government's actions are based on 
fear and unsound information. The importance of reigning in knee-jerk reactions is underscored by the 
nearly tragic exposure of workers at Children's Hospital in Oakland, California." 

The national coalition of nonprofit groups is calling for a moratorium on new biodefense labs until 
comprehensive national assessment is conducted, and transparency guarantees in place, and a 
binding and open federal system exists to review dual-use research with biological weapons agents 
(Sunshine Project, 2004).  
 
Name: Malcolm Casadaban (60) 
Specialty: Molecular Genetics 
Date: September 13, 2009 
COD: Plague 
 
Abstract: Malcolm Casadaband was as a renowned molecular geneticist with a passion for new 
research. He had been working to develop an even stronger vaccine for the plague, but allegedly died 
of plague prior to bringing his vaccine to market. The medical center says the plague bacteria he 
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worked with was a weakened strain that isn't known to cause illness in healthy adults. The strain was 
approved by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for laboratory studies.  
 
Title: Plague Samples Suspected In Scientist Death 
Date: September 21, 2009 
Source: Science Mag 
 
Abstract: An autopsy last week revealed that a geneticist who died mysteriously might have 
succumbed to the plague. Malcolm Casadaban, 60, studied a weakened and reportedly benign form 
of the bacteria that causes plague, Yersinia pestis, in his lab at the University of Chicago. Casadaban 
died Sunday, 13 September, and an autopsy report 5 days later indicated high levels of Y. pestis in 
his blood. No other cause of death was apparent, the university said. A team of scientists at the 
university, with support from local health officials and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
is investigating the matter. So far, no one in contact with Casadaban has shown plague symptoms. 
The investigators are focusing on whether the strain Casadaban worked on was different than other 
benign strains of the bacterium and whether he had any inborn susceptibility to the microbe. Results 
are expected in a few weeks (Science Mag, 2009).  
 
Title: Another Dead Microbiologist - The Coming Plague  
Date: September 23, 2009 
Source: ABC 7 News (VIDEO) 
 
Title: Researcher's Death From Plague Prompts CDC Warning 
Date: February 24, 2011 
Source: My Health News  
 
Abstract: The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is reminding laboratory workers to be 
diligent about wearing protective gear, after it found that an Illinois researcher died in 2009 from 
exposure to plague-causing bacteria.  

The 60-year-old researcher, a university employee, had been working with a strain of the bacteria 
Yersinia pestis. He died of cardiac arrest shortly after going to the hospital for what appeared to be flu 
symptoms, the CDC said in a report released today (Feb. 24). 

After determining the cause of death, health agencies and the university began a safety investigation 
and learned that the man had inconsistently complied with the laboratory policy to wear gloves while 
handling the bacterial cultures, the CDC report said.  

However, experts at the CDC did not rule out that the researcher could have been infected by the 
bacteria elsewhere on his skin or mucous membranes, such as his mouth or nose. 

The CDC report did not identify the man or his university. According to a report from Chicago 
television station WLS in 2009, he was Malcolm Casadaban, a longtime professor of molecular 
genetics at the University of Chicago. His family said Casadaban had been seeking to develop a 
plague vaccine, and was working with a weakened strain of the bacteria. 

The CDC report said he had hemochromatosis, a condition in which too much iron is absorbed into 
body tissues from foods in the gastrointestinal tract. Because Y. pestis bacteria are naturally iron-
deficient, the extra iron in the man may have fed the bacteria and caused them to become virulent, 
the report said. 

The researcher sought care from a physician Sept. 10, 2009, six days after he had last worked in the 
lab. But that doctor thought the problem was a respiratory infection or the flu, and referred him to an 
emergency department, the report said. 

Three days later the researcher was brought by ambulance to an emergency department because of 
fever, cough, and worsening of his shortness of breath. He died there after suffering septic shock and 
cardiac arrest, the report said. 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.sciencemag.org%2Fscienceinsider%2F2009%2F09%2Fplague-samples.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFrqEzc6U1PMsj7XL-spEEPVkfmPUyyZpQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.uchicago.edu%2Fnews.php%3Fasset_id%3D1711&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFrqEzdp5-ECBPwAlOvtUH0h1jQNZZVe8g
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.uchicago.edu%2Fnews.php%3Fasset_id%3D1711&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFrqEzdp5-ECBPwAlOvtUH0h1jQNZZVe8g
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.sciencemag.org%2Fscienceinsider%2F2009%2F09%2Fplague-samples.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFrqEzc6U1PMsj7XL-spEEPVkfmPUyyZpQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rgbMh-J2XZw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.myhealthnewsdaily.com%2F988-researcher-dies-lab-exposure-plague.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFrqEzfkRbeQeB3k9okD-iLrBKLGMCxCJQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.myhealthnewsdaily.com%2F834-p-acnes-bacteria-brain-and-body-infections-110112.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFrqEzca9GAJ1L18rqkZN-RGQd-09gVEKQ


Blood tests later revealed he was infected with the bacteria . The Chicago Department of Public 
Health was then notified. 

Before then, the last known laboratory-acquired infection with Y. pestis bacteria in the United States 
occurred in 1959, the CDC report said. That person, who inhaled the bacteria, did not die (My Health 
News, 2011).  
 
Title: Illinois National Guard Chemical Unit Trains In Poland 
Date: May 26, 2011 
Source: Bio Prep Watch  

Abstract: A team of Illinois National Guardsmen trained with soldiers from Poland in response to a 
simulated chemical attack on May 19 at the Prairie Warsaw Crisis Management Exercise in Warsaw, 
Poland. 

The Illinois Army National Guard and the Polish force have trained together since 1993 as part of the 
State Partnership Program. Poland and Illinois have conducted exercises in both locations for the 
past 18 years. 

Troops from the Illinois National Guard and Poland have deployed together in both Afghanistan and 
Iraq. The Illinois National Guard deploys soldiers with a Police Land Force Brigade on each Polish 
rotation into theater in Afghanistan. 

The exercise included the application via a spraying apparatus of a simulated decontaminating 
solution to members acting as decontamination victims. Sgt. Matthew M. Krieger of Granite City, Ill., a 
chemical operations specialist with the 445th Chemical Co. played one of the casualties during the 
exercise. Sgt. Mike Skalisius of Troy, Ill., a chemical operations specialist with the 13th Chemical Co. 
played a casualty and was wrapped in a thermal blanket during the exercise.  

Capt. Lukasz Krzowski, an officer with Poland’s Epidemiological Response Center of the Armed 
Forces with Polish Land Forces, explained to soldiers in the Chemical, Biological, Radiological, 
Nuclear, and high-yield Explosive Enhanced Response Force Package, 44th Chemical Battalion out 
of Macomb, Ill., how to use the protective equipment that the Polish Army employs in case of an 
attack (Bio Prep Watch, 2011). 

Title: Rush Medical Center Opening New Bio-Terror Wing 
Date: August 3, 2011 
Source: My Fox Chicago  

Abstract: If you've driven on the Eisenhower recently, you couldn't have missed it -- "the Tower," a 
butterfly shaped addition to Rush University Medical Center. But it's much more than just another new 
eye-catching part of Chicago's skyline. 

When the hospital opens in January, it will be specially equipped to handle a bio-terrorist attack, or a 
widespread outbreak of infectious disease. 

The entrance is a shower zone. 

"It becomes a decontamination area, where we can create the flow for people coming into our center, 
who can be decontaminated through showers in our emergency room safely," said Dr. Anthony Perry. 

Perry, a Rush geriatrician, helped design the new facility. He said other sections or the hospital have 
similar capabilities. With a flip of a switch, the air flow systems in entire wings can be changed, 
trapping contaminants inside. 

The hospital's unusual architecture grew from staff suggestion about how to best care for patients. 
Nurses will be closer to patients, patients will enjoy spectacular views, and doctors will find it easier to 
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reach out to their colleagues for assistance. Even in the middle of surgery, doctors will be able to use 
video hookups to talk with surgeons in other operating rooms. 

Environmentally, the hospital is also cutting edge. It will be Chicago's first full-service green hospital, 
conserving energy and reducing waste; they're even planting some trees on the roof (My Fox 
Chicago, 2011). 
 
Title: Master Of Science In Threat and Response Management 
Date: 2012 
Source: University of Chicago 
 
Abstract: Will you make a difference? You will when you gain knowledge from instructors who have 
tactical experience in incident command, when you build firsthand familiarity with state-of-the-art 
software and hardware in surveillance and monitoring, and when you network and share lessons with 
colleagues, policy makers, and other officials.  

The Master of Science in Threat and Response Management is designed to prepare public health 
professionals, law enforcement officials, fire and emergency personnel, medical and nursing 
professionals, and policy makers to respond to and recover from complex incidents regardless of their 
size or cause. These incidents can range from terrorist attacks; biological, chemical, radiological and 
nuclear threats; natural disasters; and disease outbreaks. Upon completion of the core requirements, 
students choose one of two concentrations—Scientific/Threat or Administrative/Response 
Preparedness—to further focus their studies. 

The program is connected to the Great Lakes Regional Center of Excellence (GLRCE) for Biodefense 
and Emerging Infectious Diseases Research, a program supporting a consortium of 20 area 
institutions funded by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. Research at the 
GLRCE focuses on developing vaccines, treatments, and diagnostics for dreaded diseases such as 
anthrax, botulism, tularemia, hemorrhagic fever viruses, and plague. The collaborative efforts of the 
Biological Sciences Division of the University of Chicago and the GLRCE provide students with 
unparalleled experiential learning opportunities and help translate the findings from these research 
projects for policy makers and practitioners. Additional instruction is provided by the faculty, scientists, 
and scholars of the University of Chicago, as well as by practitioners from emergency preparedness 
community.  

Apply to the Master of Science in Threat and Response Management program today. Position 
yourself as a leader in an emerging field (University of Chicago, 2012).   
 
Title: Illinois Partnership Aims To Stop The Threat Of Agro-Terrorism 
Date: February 3, 2012 
Source: Bio Prep Watch 
 
Abstract: An Illinois partnership between agriculture organizations and law enforcement agencies 
hopes to protect Illinois food systems, farms and consumers from the threats of agro-terrorism.  

The Illinois Agro-Security Working Group looks to raise awareness of these issues among those in 
the food production and agriculture industries. The group, which is a service of the Illinois Farm 
Bureau, was created to educate farmers on how best to report, recognize and prevent terrorist and 
criminal activities related to Illinois agriculture, Drovers reports. 

“Illinois farms are more vulnerable to terrorist activity than most people realize,” Dave Patton, the field 
operations manager with the IFB, said, according to FarmweekNow.com. “There have been some 
cases in other states where a person noticing suspicious behavior has helped capture a would-be 
terrorist, so we know agro-terrorism is a real threat.” 

A brochure has been given to agriculture producers in the state that provides information and 
resources in the battle against agro-terrorism, including how to report suspicious activities and the 
signs of illnesses. 
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“The brochure doesn’t necessarily provide farmers with a comprehensive list of things to watch for, 
but it certainly gives them a good starting point,” Jim Kaitschuk, the executive director of the Illinois 
Pork Producers Association, said, according to FarmweekNow.com. “Ultimately, our producers know 
their animals and their operations better than anyone else and they need to be the instigators when it 
comes to reporting any potential threat.” 

Other organizations involved in the group aside from the FBI and the IFB include the Illinois Pork 
Producers, Illinois Beef Association and the Midwest Dairy Association (Bio Prep Watch, 2012).  

Title: Chicago Set To Open Advanced Response Center 

Date: January 5, 2012 

Source: Bio Prep Watch  

 

Abstract: The Robert R. McCormick Foundation Center for Advanced Emergency Response, is fully 

equipped for decontamination during a large-scale emergency or bioattack, will open on Friday in the 

Rush University Medical Center in Chicago. 

  

The facility includes interconnected pods that are capable of isolation to prevent the spread of 

infectious agents, permanent decontamination showers and large storage tanks to collect 

contaminated water run-off from patients. It is the first facility of its kind in the United States. 

  

“The center brings an unprecedented level of preparedness to Chicago in the event of a bioterrorist 

attack, a deadly pandemic or an industrial accident sending hazardous materials seeping into the 

streets,” Dino Rumoro, the chairman of emergency medicine at Rush, said. 

  

The idea behind the emergency response center came after the terrorist attacks of September 11, 

2001, when the definition of a mass casualty was expanded to include inhalation problems, burns and 

the entire body being crushed. 

  

“Our goal is to do what hospitals all over the country have been trying to do for years: give patients a 

place to go in a large-scale emergency,” Rumoro said. “The concept of the new emergency room is 

not that novel, but putting together all the key elements of this center is novel. In an event of an 

emergency, we will closely coordinate all of our work with neighboring institutions and the city’s office 

of emergency management and communications.” 

  

On a daily basis, the new facility will be a traditional emergency room with 60 treatment bays and a 

surge capacity of 133 percent. The inpatients that are currently at Rush will move to the new 40,000 

square foot, 14-story facility on Sunday. 

  

“Since we are committed to providing unprecedented disaster response and due to our affiliation with 

the military, being able to conduct coordinated large-scale decontamination inside and outside the 

hospital is a major public health responsibility," Rumoro said. 

  

Rush received a $7.5 million grant from the Robert R. McCormick Foundation as well as grants from 

other agencies, including the Department of Defense and the Department of Energy, to build the 

facility. The center is part of a $654 million new hospital building called the Tower, which is a major 

component of a 10 year, $1 billion campus redevelopment program called the Rush Transformation 

(Bio Prep Watch, 2012). 
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